

MALBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting;

	Date: 20th July 2011 
	Venue & Time: Village Hall Annexe, commencing at 7.30pm

	Present:

Cllr. Gill Boyce

Cllr. Kathy Ireland

Cllr. Ann Kendall

Cllr. Lucinda Pedrick

Cllr. Paul Pedrick
Cllr. Edmund Putt
Cllr. Roger Rendle
Cllr. Ann Smallman
Cllr. John Yeoman (in the Chair)
	In Attendance:

Mrs Debbie Ede (Clerk - Minute taker) 
3 members of the public
Part Meeting:
Chris Musgrave

Ms Louise Tucker

	Apologies:
PC Steve Mullen 
Absent:
District Councillors


Ref
Minutes









   Action
783
COUNCILLOR CO-OPTION

Public notice had been given by the Parish Council (Section 87(2) of the Local Government Act 1972) on 16th June re a councillor vacancy. By law, an election, to fill the vacancy, will be held if ten electors of the Parish/Parish Ward write to the returning officer at SHDC, asking for an election to be held. The notice must be displayed for fourteen days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays).
No request for an election had been made and the Council had therefore opened the secret ballot taken at their last meeting.  See Minute ref: 782.  Kathy Ireland was co-opted to Council by majority vote.  Cllr Yeoman welcomed Cllr Ireland to the meeting; she duly signed her Acceptance of Office and Undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct’ forms in the presence of the Clerk.  Cllr Ireland also received, for later completion, her Declaration of Interests forms – it was noted that all members of the new Council must complete and return these to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of their election.  The Register is kept at Follaton House and is available for public inspection.  The Clerk had previously circulated the electronic links to the Code of Conduct to her for information.
784
INTERESTS

Cllr Kendall declared an interest under Finance 

___________________________________________________________________________________785
MESSENGER 

Cllr L Pedrick will write the Messenger report

___________________________________________________________________________________
786
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

With a change from one year to three years under 776B and an amendment to the header the minutes of 15th June 2011 were agreed and signed as a true record, proposed Cllr Putt and seconded by Cllr Kendall.
___________________________________________________________________________________
787
MATTERS ARISING (from previous minutes only) 

Cllr Yeoman reported that the Jubilee seat had now been painted by Tim Bissett and that Derek Jarvis had been asked to advise on a leak at the back of the shelter.  The Council agreed to write to Tim with their thanks. 
___________________________________________________________________________
788
POLICE BUSINESS 

A. Cllr Yeoman reported that he had liaised with West Alvington w.r.t. safety on the A381 and had received the minutes of the traffic management meeting held on 8th June.  This proposed various traffic calming measures which were then discussed – some proposals were favoured and others rejected.  Generally it was felt that the A381 was ‘not a bad road’ and that more intensive and visible policing would be preferable to extra signage as it was the drivers that ignored the traffic conditions, lines, signs etc that were the problem.

B. Concerns were again raised about 4 WD’s on the playing fields. Anyone seeing such access is asked to record the vehicle registration numbers and pass them on to the Village Hall Cmtt.  Chris Musgrave undertook to look at shutting the access gates to minimise incursion.
C. Cllr Putt raised continuing concerns about parking on the double yellow lines by the Old Vicarage.
D. Cllr Boyce and others reported that the parking at Silverhill/Hastoe had deteriorated again and asked for police action.  Given the imminent arrival of the summer traffic it was expected that this bottle neck would cause serious problems.  Where large gatherings were expected at the Church it was suggested that Cllr Boyce liaise directly with the site foreman.  Looking to the longer term Cllr Boyce also highlighted the need for additional parking at this end of the village.
E. Cllr Smallman reported an incident of perceived dangerous driving with a vehicle exiting from the Co-Op - the driver on the phone and having no hands on the wheel to change gear.

F. Mrs Cole talked Council through an incident she had with speeding delivery lorries in Higher Town.  This has been reported to the police and it is believed the driver is being ‘spoken to’.

G. Cllr Yeoman made mention of correspondence received from Peter Dale (Community Safety and Emergency Planning Officer) about the role of Special Constables.    The question posed was ‘Special Constables are volunteers from the community who act in support of the Regular Police Officers and PCSOs within your community. Special Constables have the full powers of a regular Police Officer when they are on duty and are properly trained and equipped to carry out a variety of policing functions. How would you like to see them utilised to best effect within your community?’  It was suggested that we could have an increase in foot patrols to monitor both parking and the younger element of the community and that the SC’s should introduce themselves to the schools and have a more proactive role within the school.
JY/DE to reply

___________________________________________________________________________________
789
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

A. Cllr Yeoman reported that he had received an update from Jo Flint of Hastoe that afternoon and explained that c. 300 applications had been received for the Great Park houses.  (Mrs Tucker queried how many had responded to the Parish’s housing need survey – 27 was the answer but it was explained that the Great Park houses had had to be advertised on the Devon wide Devon Choice site, hence the large number of applicants). SHDC were now in the process of drawing up the first short list based on (1) local connection to Malborough and then (2) need.  With questions from both Council members and the floor it was again reiterated that the Council had been assured that, as an exception site, local residents would take priority over those with a greater need from outside the Parish.  Having shortlisted (by the end of this week/early next) prospective candidates would be interviewed within 2 weeks.   In about a month a list would then come to the Parish Council for them to accredit the local connection (the Council cannot influence how ‘need’ is determined) and in 5 weeks the houses will be allocated.  Concerns were raised about the initial short listing by SHDC but it was pointed out by the Chairman that the Parish Council cannot input into or influence this – the Parish Council can however question apparent omissions from the list they receive in a month’s time.  Both the Parish Council’s offer and an offer from our Dist Cllr, John Carter, to get involved earlier in the process were ‘not taken up’ by SHDC.  Debate also took place about the matching of local families to the no. of bedrooms – would, for example, people outside the Parish be offered a 2 bedroomed house if there were no Malborough applicants of a suitable size and need to occupy it ?  Again the Parish Council have been led to understand that Malborough residents take precedence – the 106 agreement is for Malborough residents in perpetuity. Some optimism was expressed in that it is believed this allocation is currently high profile throughout the South Hams with other villages waiting on the outcome – if Malborough is deemed to have ‘got it wrong’ it is thought that other villages will be less likely to come forward with AH schemes.  Therefore it is hoped that the joint working with SHDC, Hastoe and the Parish will result in local homes for those with a Malborough connection.  It was agreed that the Council would need to hold a special meeting once the list was received to insure timely accreditation and feedback.
B. Cllr Yeoman reported that Hastoe were working with Mrs Geldard to improve the acceptability of the site for her and were also pulling back the bank – before it is planted – that is encroaching on the rabbit fencing around the allotments.
___________________________________________________________________________________
790
HIGHWAYS

A. The safety review of the A381 was discussed as above.  It was agreed that JY/DE would respond to the report indicating which calming measures the Council thought appropriate.  However the problem of parking in West Alvington was seen as an omission from the report and Councillors requested that this be raised again. 
JY

B. A request had been received from Cllr Elizabeth Bennett of South Pool to highlight the ‘Roads to Ruin’ story run that week in the Gazette and to invite all Parishes to participate.  Given Malborough is already pursuing two main problem areas within the Parish (Luckhams and Broadmoor Lanes) it was thought important to join forces with any other Parishes to increase the profile of the campaign.  In the interim it was agreed that we should look to erect our own sign at the junction of the Soar Road and Broadmoor Lane to read’ Bolberry Down, Bolberry and Hope Cove NEXT right’ – Cllr Rendle agreed to investigate costs and suppliers of an aluminium sign. 
RR

C. As reported last month all agreed that the Village Sign was severely faded and needed to be either refurbished or replaced.  Cllr Boyce undertook to look back through the records as to the then supplier and approximate costs.  Options would then be investigated.
___________________________________________________________________________________
791
FOOTPATHS TREES & ALLOTMENTS

A. Cllr Yeoman highlighted the fact that DCC had formally notified of their intentions to reduce the grass cutting of the 1m strip of Parish verges to 4x a year (currently 6).  Compliance would be monitored.

B. David Weymouth had been approached and had agreed to flail the Collaton bank after harvest.

C. Cllr L Pedrick reported that she had – following complaints raised – already liaised with Mr Weymouth about the new stile (just within Salcombe, on the Parish boundary).  It was understood the landowner had had to erect it after cattle being let out on several occasions but it was deemed too high and too substantial to lift large dogs over.  Mr Wemouth had kindly agreed to some remedial work to make the stile user friendly and thus would take place after the harvest.  The meeting asked that Salcombe Parish could be informed of this and that action was ‘in hand’.  It should be noted that there is no obligation on a landowner to make any provision for dogs beside a stile on a PROW. 

D. Cllr Yeoman reported that the first steps in instigating the definitive map review for the footpath over Furzedown had been taken in that the Council had written to the 3 landowners asking them to complete the evidence forms to inform the review.  Once these were received back the Council would complete the application pack and send to DCC.

E. Mr Cole, from the floor, following Cllr Putt reports last month of part of the new Footpath 66 being overgrown with thistles etc, raised this again and said the path itself was very narrow with a sharp fall off into ploughed furrows.  It was understood paths should be 3’ wide.  The Parish would again chase up a cut having been told it was ‘not on the list’!  Mr Cole also reported overgrown blackthorn etc on the footpath in Chapel End/Great Lane
F. Cllr Boyce reported that, having approached the W.I., they would be happy to fund the replacement of a cherry tree if the Council could fell it and remove the roots.  It was agreed that Cllr P Pedrick should liaise with Mrs Bond and a tree surgeon to take advice on the viability of the tree, given its diseased state, and elicit a cost – if necessary – for its removal.  At the same time could the trees on the A381 be looked at by the surgeon and an estimate given for ongoing pruning/topping to maintain highway visability and prevent illicit ‘butchering’.  Any work to be timetabled for sept/october.
PP

G. Cllr Boyce reported Japanese knot weed (a notifiable weed) in the Parish at Coombe House.

H. Allotments: Cllr Yeoman undertook to liaise with Graham Hocking to shift the earth inside the gate and create a new plot. 
JY

I. Mrs Tucker asked whether the current arrangement of sub-letting her large plot could be formalised; this was agreed by full Council and a new agreement will be drawn up.  Permission was also given to erect a notice board for the allotment holders on site which would include posters warning of the belladonna/deadly nightshade (currently prevalent and in need of spraying again) as well as general notices of events, contacts etc.

Mrs Tucker left the meeting
___________________________________________________________________________________
792
VILLAGE HALL

A. Chris Musgrave was welcomed as the MVH&PFA rep and took the meeting through their last meeting (Minutes o/s).  He explained that the plans to provide overflow parking were proceeding and quotes being sought for a combination of hard standing and turfguard.  Current estimated total c. £3415.  Discussion took place on how any contribution from the Council could be maximised and it was agreed that a sum equivalent to the VAT saving on the turfguard purchase of £2,800 ie: £560, would be the Parish Council’s contribution to the scheme
B. Mr Musgrave highlighted the success of the Village fete that weekend and Councillors commended all those involved for its revival.

C. Unfortunately continuing litter problems plagued the wheelspark although the park users were not thought to be the perpetrators.  Similarly 4WD’s were continuing to cross the playing fields to the wheelspark as previously reported.

D. Chris reported that there would be a fireworks display this year and that donations would be gratefully received!  There would be a ‘bucket’ collection as in previous years but the total cost was c. £1,300.

E. Cllr Yeoman reported that the Active Villages Bid had been submitted on behalf of the village and totalled some £4.5k (against a possible £3k identified).  Initial feedback was positive.

F. Planning his 2012/13 spend Chris was advised to get his bids into the Parish Council in December 2011 for the next financial year.  He then assured the Council that MVH&PFA would not be looking to raise additional charges for actually using the printer when it came out of the rented cupboard.  The Parish Council stated that ‘yes they do do paid work for other Parishes but it is that income generation which, in turn, allows them to make donations to the village hall etc., such grants not being wholly funded by precept.’  On the topic of the cupboard the Council again queried whether they could have a key to the Hall? 
G. Mrs Bond queried the progress of a designated area for dogs within the Millennium wood – this is still be investigated by MVH&PFA.

___________________________________________________________________________________
793
FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

A. Cllr Yeoman took the meeting through the work done to date in preparing the playground bid.  After discussion Cllr Putt proposed and Cllr Boyce seconded a move to invest £2k from Parish Council reserves to the project on the understanding that there would be match funding by the MVH&PFA.  This proposal received full support.  Chris Musgrave agreed to take this forward and thought an agreement in principle could be obtained.  Dist Cllr Carter had been approached and had offered up £250, Dist Cllr Coulson was unable to add anything in this financial year and a reply was awaited from our County Cllr, Sir Simon Day.  Thereafter the bid would be worked up and look to external funding sources.
B. Cllr Yeoman highlighted the Active Villages Cycling Initiative which would be featured in the Messenger.  Free sessions throughout August, meeting in Malborough Village Car Park.  Notices would also be posted on the Boards.

C. A further works list re playground equipment had been received by the Council who had again asked SHDC to liaise with MVH&PFA directly.  The correspondence would be copied to Chris for action in the interim.

D. Cllrs discussed a request from the floor for a rubbish bin on the play area at Malborough Park.  This would be followed up with South Hams.

Mr Musgrave left the meeting

___________________________________________________________________________________
794
PLANNING 
The following applications have been received by the Parish Council and are/have been under discussion and consideration. Any recommendation by the Parish Council to the Planning Department is noted after the application details.  Those without comment remain under discussion within the Parish.
1657 - Mr & Mrs Wright - Householder application for creation of new driveway access and parking areas 4 Moor View, Luckhams Lane, Malborough, TQ7 3RY 

SHDC Decisions

0765 Mr Malcolm Elliott Conditional approval

Case officer Decision: 23-Jun-2011

Site Address: Soar Mill Cove Hotel, Malborough, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3DS

Alteration and extension to existing hotel including revised access and erection of 5 new coastal suites and staff accommodation/delivery building and associated landscape works

1061
Debbie Crowther Officer delegated ( Member consulted) 19-Jul-2011 Refusal

Mr & Mrs S Hassall- outline application with all matters reserved for the redevelopment for bar/restaurant, 11 holiday apartments, swimming pool, owners dwelling, store/workshop/staff bed sit – The Port Light, Bolberry, Malborough TQ7 3DY

A. Cllr Yeoman reported that the Alston Gate planning application had now been withdrawn and a new one submitted which was pending registration.  All should note that any previous correspondence about this application is now null and void.  People wishing to comment must do so again.  Cllr Yeoman reported that he had received, and refused, an invitation to a pre-meeting to discuss the 106 agreement integral to this application.  It was thought appropriate for the developers to bring their proposals to full and open Council and an invite had been issued to them to attend the September meeting.  Cllr Yeoman told the meeting that he had had a discussion with Dist Cllr Coulson who was involved in the pre-meet about the importance of ensuring any 106 agreement did not come at a cost to the village ie: IF there was, in due course, any agreement to take on amenity land then any associated on-going revenue costs would also need to be funded.  However the Council would also want to know what value was being placed on that land and ensure there was a choice about whether to accept it or not.   Council agreed that another Public Meeting would need to be convened and accepted Cllr Yeoman’s suggestion that there be a pre-printed agenda with an attached voting slip – allowing a closed ballot at the end indicating (1) Yes or No for the development and (2) are you a Malborough resident.
B. Cllr Yeoman reported that the South Hams Society had raised an objection (copied to the Parish Council) to application 1313 Mr K Favis – Resubmission of retrospective application 33/0323/11/F for erection of general purpose agricultural building – Field to north of Malborough to Salcombe Road A381, and that no decision had yet been made by SHDC on this application.

C. Cllr Kendall queried the legalities w.r.t. planning and environmental health for East Soar Farm.  This had received a Certificate of Lawfulness on 08-Jun-2011 for proposed use of land for 28 days for camping.  However camping was now being widely advertised on the Tourist Information sites together with full catering facilities.  Cllr Boyce also reported – post meeting note – that an increasing number of signs were appearing on NT property advertising East Soar as a walkers’ pit stop with refreshments and catering for sale.  It was agreed to follow this up.

___________________________________________________________________________________
795
FINANCE
The Finances reported at Appendix A - including the addition of a late payment to Mrs Bond for grass cutting of £10 – were discussed.  Given the interests declared, Cllr Kendall withdrew from discussion. Cllr Boyce proposed and Cllr Ireland seconded approval of the accounts and payments, the vote was passed and the cheques were drawn.  The outstanding payment (reimbursement of costs defrayed) to Cllr Yeoman was carried forward.
___________________________________________________________________________________
796
BUSINESS UNDER DIRECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN

A. The School had offered use of its classroom for meetings when the Village Hall was not available for the same cost.  The Council approved this and agreed to provide details of their insurance as required.

B. Cllr Yeoman reported on updates to the emergency planning services within the South Hams – a reminder too to update Malborough’s Plan which is outstanding.

C. The Chairman informed members that he had, as agreed the previous month, voted on their behalf in the  elections to DALC County Committee.  Cllrs Moore, Whitty, Richards, Pennington and Tucker had been elected.

D. Discussion ensued on the Queens Jubilee.  It was agreed that a planning committee should be convened in September; the Messenger would include a general invite to all interested parties but specific invitations should be sent to: South Huish Parish Council, Malborough School and Pre-school, MVH&PFA, SVRA, the churches, the Cubs and the Youth Club, The Light Factory, the W.I., the Old Inn and the Royal Oak.  7th September was suggested as a possible date.

E. Cllrs Yeoman and Kendall informed the meeting of a Walking Festival being held over the 24/25th September weekend, centred on the airfield, supported by the Navy together with a large number of vintage military vehicles and planes.  A ‘bunker’ event with various walks laid on, a one way traffic system enforced by Police Cadets, events at East Soar, celestial guided walks and fireworks…..!

F. Cllr Kendall highlighted a fly tip at Middle Soar

G. Cllr Yeoman reported on his attendance at a recent Cluster meeting of all South Hams Parishes in Ivybridge; of note was a possible windfall of £1/elector from DCC and 10p per elector from South Hams….. 
H. Cllr Pedrick reported that the number of ambulances based in Kingsbridge was being reviewed.  Whilst proposals were still in draft and being discussed it could mean that no ambulance would be available to the South Hams for up to 6 hours a day (necessitating call from Torbay or Plymouth).  It was agreed to write to West Country Ambulance NHS Trust with concerns and lobby Dr Sarah Wollaston MP.

I. Cllrs Putt and Yeoman reported on the Estuary Forum meeting and the on-going concerns about the shipping out of raw sewage.  Cllr Yeoman undertook to liaise to supply details to environmental health. 








JY

J. The meeting agreed to continue the 7.30pm slot for the start of Council meetings
___________________________________________________________________________________
797
CORRESPONDENCE
In addition to items taken under the Agenda, correspondence has been received from:

DALC – newsletter

Village Green – Community Council of Devon

South Devon & Dartmoor Community Safety Partnership

Society of Local Council Clerks – Devon Branch Conference 6th September 2011

Clerks & Councils Direct

South Hams Connect
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________________
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.15pm 
Actions default – unless otherwise specified the Clerk takes forward any agreed actions

___________________________________________________________________________________
DATES FOR THE DIARY











Wednesday September 21st; the next Parish Council Meeting commences at 7.30pm, Village Hall Annexe.  
Signed as a true record:
______________________________________

Print Name & Date:
______________________________________
Agenda Items and Updates; where possible please could these be submitted to Debbie by the 1st
Wednesday in the month to ensure time for inclusion, circulation and study.  

If a Council Member is unable to attend a meeting it would be appreciated if they could submit a brief précis of progress on their actions, if applicable, (to Debbie for distribution) together with their apologies.
Distribution List
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