

MALBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

	Date: 16th February 2011 
	Venue & Time: Village Hall Annexe, commencing at 7.45pm

	Present:

Cllr. Gill Boyce
Cllr. Ann Kendall

Cllr. Tony Lyle
Cllr. Paul Pedrick

Cllr. Roger Rendle

Cllr. Ann Smallman
Cllr. John Yeoman (in the Chair)
	In Attendance:

Mrs Debbie Ede (Clerk - Minute taker) 
Part meeting
PC Steve Mullen

3 members of the public
	Apologies:
Ms Eva Bond (tree warden)
Dist Cllr. John Carter

Cllr. Edmund Putt

Cllr. Mike Taylor

Absent:


	Ref
	Minutes
	Action

	
	INTERESTS

Cllr Lyle declared an interest with respect to the rent review of the allotments and withdrew from that debate. 
	

	
	MESSENGER

Cllr Lyle will write the Messenger report 
	TL

	
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was noted that Cllr Rendle had tendered his apologies for the January meeting.  The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record, proposed by Cllr Lyle & seconded by Cllr Boyce
	

	
	MATTERS ARISING (from previous Minutes only)
Cllr Kendall reported that we had received notice to quit the Cumber Clubhouse w.e.f. 31st March.  Cllr Lyle reported that discussions were on-going re. development plans for the Village Hall but that temporary storage of the printer and Parish archives should not be a problem.  The Church is also a possibility.  It was agreed that Cllrs Lyle and Kendall would liaise as to the way forward.  The Clerk reported that Cumber was booked for the next Council meeting on 16th March.

There were no other matters arising which would not be taken under Agenda items.
	TL/AK


	
	POLICE BUSINESS
PC Mullen reported that 2 offences had occurred in the Parish this year – both criminal damage and both within the village.  Consequently foot patrols were being increased, especially at weekends.  There was also some reported damage to the football grandstand and this too would be patrolled.  
On a more positive note PCSO Gibson had remarked on the usage of the skatepark and how youngsters had been seen cleaning and sweeping same.  This was welcomed by all; the users taking ownership and responsibility for their facility. Cllr Yeoman raised with PC Mullen the recommendation - by the RoSPA inspector of the skatepark - for an entrance off the cycle track – this had initially been discouraged by the Police but a hard core/tarmac path was now recommended to reduce mud - and therefore risk on the wheelspark surface - from traversing the field.  PC Mullen undertook to liaise with the Crime Prevention officer for their take on the matter.  There was some discussion about fencing the wheelspark to help prevent run-off and spoil but it was agreed to hold a watching brief.  Cllr Lyle also brought Lloyd Lee’s request for banks (using the existing spoil) for BMX bikers to the meeting but this was thought to be a matter for the MVH&PFA to consider and take forward.  Cllr Kendall reported that the skatepark users had bought the Council biscuits as a thank you and suggested these be used at the Opening Event on 20th April (see under agenda items).  PC Mullen and the Clerk would liaise on the emergency contact details etc on the safety notices.
Parking on the T junction of Cumber Close remains a problem and PC Mullen reported that repeat offenders would be ticketed.
The occasional obstruction of the Cycle Track was also reported and the perpetrator would be ‘spoken to’ by the police. PC Mullen left the meeting
Cllr Smallman reported some excessive driving speeds around the Shute and Well Hill area – Cllr Pedrick undertook to raise this with PCSO Gibson.
	SM

TL

SM/DE

PP

	
	AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Hastoe had held a drop in session for interested parties before the meeting and Cllr Yeoman reported that this had been very well attended with some 18-20 sets of people enquiring about the properties and the bid process.  All of these had a local connection and all were looking to rent (rather than part buy).  It was reported that Hastoe have brought forward the allocation process to April and May as requested – thank you.  The site is progressing well with the crane in, and frames up, and there is a rumour that the contractors might even be off site by July.  W.r.t the allocation, Hastoe had confirmed that they were happy to look at under-occupancy and would make this known in the bid process ie: a couple planning to start a family might bid for a 2 bedroomed house and, for example, a family with 2 children, a boy and a girl, could be considered for a 3-bed.  Cllr Lyle also enquired about the South Huish catchment and all agreed that South Huish bidders should be considered 1st in any rollout beyond Malborough.
	

	
	HIGHWAYS

Cllr Smallman reported that street cleaning had taken place on Well Hill and Cllr Pedrick reported the advent of a mechanical sweeper along Collaton recently.  This progress was welcomed.

Ms Freeman reported that the sewer drains running down to her Mum’s field on Portlemore Lane had been in trouble but, with contractors allowed onto the land and cameras run the length of the drains, it was thought to be resolved.  It was unclear whether this had been connected to the blocked surface water drains on Well Hill reported last month.

Cllr Boyce reported that the pothole in Collaton Road had been mended very rapidly – thanks to Mike Watts and his team at DCC – but the Clerk reported that Mike had said ‘we might have to rein in expectations’ in future as spending cuts might affect the service offered.

Cllr Boyce reported that the School wall in the Square was still in trouble and it was agreed the Council would write to the School prompting a swift repair and one that was appropriate to the conservation area.

Cllr Yeoman remarked on the bulging wall of the graveyard opposite Valley Views and this would be brought to SHDC’s attention.

Cllr Smallman remarked on the number of bins still outside the Old Vicarage but it was recognised that the situation had improved overall.
	DE

DE



	
	FOOTPATHS, TREES & ALLOTMENTS

Cllr Smallman reported dog mess on Shute Hall – all dog owners are reminded to clean up after their pets please -
It was noted that Sweetheart Lane needs cutting.

Cllr Yeoman reported that Mr G Stidston had locked the main access gate to the Furzedown track – only a pedestrian gate permitting access now.  He informed the meeting that Mr Stidston, having taken advice from DCC and having been told that the track was a registered footpath and a permissive one for riders, bikers etc only, had decided to do this to prevent the gate being left open.  Ms Freeman, from the floor, strongly contested this move and, speaking on behalf of the many equestrians in the area, reported that use of this track could be traced back for > 50years.  She also believed that the gate in question was not owned by Mr Stidston and was not on his land.  Cllrs Pedrick and Lyle confirmed that they had ridden this track in the past and Ms Freemen stated that no-one had ever asked for or received permission to ride it.  She said she had contacted the Cundy estate to clarify the position.  She asked if the Council could help in re-designating this Right of Way.  It was unanimously agreed that, if the use of the track could be evidenced for > 20years, the Council would investigate how to initiate a definitive map review.  It was recognised by all that there are a lot of riders, especially children on ponies, in the village and that off road routes were limited and the lanes themselves dangerous.  Hence access should be protected. Indeed DCC had already given permission for riders to use the Cycle track to avoid the main road  in order to reach the bridleways and yards.   It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with DCC as to the way forward.

Ms Freeman reported a tree down in Jacobs Lane – The Clerk would contact Mr David Squire as it was believed to be from his land.

Allotments – Cllrs Yeoman and Lyle had been progressing discussions re water to the site with SWW and Hastoe.  Various options are being considered but it was inevitable that there would be some disruption to at least one plot when a new water main and feeder was laid.  There was also debate about the future siting of the access gate; given the improved visibility perhaps it would now be appropriate to maintain the existing entrance rather than site a new entrance through Great Park?  Cllr Yeoman gave Cllr Lyle an assurance for the plot holders that any entrance change would be for next year – so that summer planting for 2011 would not be affected.  Cllr Lyle reported that all were delighted with the allotments and the improved quality of the soil and thanks must go, again, to all involved.
Cllr Lyle queried when the allotment agreements were due for renewal and requested the Council write to all concerned.  Given his declared interest he then withdrew from debate.  It was noted that the agreements are up for renewal from 1st April and after discussion, it was agreed there should be no change in the rental sum for the year.  The Clerk would write round requesting renewal payments and an article would be placed in the Messenger to remind people to register their interest in a plot so that a waiting list could be maintained.
	DE

DE

DE/AK

	
	VILLAGE HALL
Cllr Lyle reported back from the AGM of the MVH&PFA Committee and informed the meeting that Andy Morgan was the new Chair and Kevin Brown the Vice Chair.  In future he, Cllr Lyle, would only have responsibility for the community woodland and no longer had the sports co-ordinator role or the formal link to Council – the latter would be taken by Mike Taylor.

W.r.t. the Community Woodland Cllr Lyle said they were still investigating the possibility of a dedicated dog walking area but that fencing costs (of >350 yards) could make this prohibitive.  It was noted that a new entrance to the skatepark from the cycle track would make a nice circular route for dog walkers.  

Cllr Yeoman reported that there had been concerns raised by Mr Morgan re communication over the skatepark build and all agreed there were lessons to be learnt and it was sincerely hoped communication and joint working would improve.

Cllr Yeoman reported that we had received and forwarded onto the VH&PFA a maintenance schedule and costings of the play area for their attention.  Cllr Lyle reported that moving the play area needed to be discussed especially if there was to be major expenditure undertaken in an upgrade.  Cllr Yeoman reported the need for discussions with the VH&PFA over the potential to match fund the £10k available to Parish for this (now confirmed by SHDC as available into 2011/12).  He also reported that, through the Active Villages Project, further monies might be available.  It was unanimously agreed that this should be explored.  

Questions as to whether the lighting for the football pitch could be used to light the skatepark were raised.  Cllr Lyle to investigate.

Cllr Pedrick queried progress on increasing parking at the Hall given that improving the facilities available exacerbated the parking problems.  Cllr Lyle undertook to liaise with Mr Nick Rowell as to any low cost solutions.
	TL

TL

JY/DE
TL

TL



	
	CYCLE TRACK

Cllr Smallman reported that thorns, and therefore punctures, continued to be an issue for users.

An incidence of sheep on the track and fouling the track was noted.

As reported previously, blocking of the tracks by vehicles and trailers is receiving police attention.
	

	
	FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Work on Malborough Wheels Park is completed and an OPENING EVENT ON 20TH APRIL was agreed at 2pm.  All reported how impressed they had been with the build and helpfulness of the contractors, Bendcrete.  There was discussion whether a litter bin on site would be a good idea but it was agreed that users should be strongly encouraged to clear up after themselves and take their litter home.  Signage both safety and acknowledging the help and support of partners was required and 2 drafts circulated by the Clerk.  It was agreed to obtain a couple of quotes for these and the work to then be commissioned asap.  The Clerk informed the meeting of the maintenance programme required – a 3 tier inspection regime - done weekly, monthly and annually.  It was agreed that Councillors would take the responsibility for the monthly and annual checks (Cllr Lyle volunteering for 6/12ths and Cllr Yeoman also offering assistance) but that responsible users, and preferably parents, be asked to undertake – and log - the weekly inspections.

Play area – see minute under Village Hall.
	DE

	
	PLANNING 
The following applications have been received by the Parish Council for consideration:
0114 – Mrs M Pope – proposed extension to lounge bar area of Pool Barn building to replace existing polycarbonate canopy – Hope Barton Barns, Bolberry Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 3HT

0239 – The Co-Operative Group – advertisement consent for installation of replacement signage – Salcombe Road Garage Ltd., Salcombe Road, Malborough. TQ7 3BU

0280 – Mr & Mrs M Adams – householder application for amendments to planning approval 33/0074/10/F for replacement garage – Parrots Corner, Chapel Lane, Malborough TQ7 3SB

0323 – Mr K Favis - retrospective application for retention of general purpose agricultural building – field north of Malborough to Salcombe Road, A381, SX726 398, Malborough 

Information obtained from SHDC website – not notified to Council as at today’s date;

2535
GRANTED Salcombe Retreat, Malborough, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3DS - Variation of condition 3 to planning approval 33/1376/06/CU to extend occupancy by one month in any one year 

2741 
GRANTED Mr J Rundle – Variation of condition (1) for planning consent 33/1649/00F to renew for a further 10 years, permission for a field shelter/hay store – White Cross Field, Malborough

Re Alston Gate – it was noted that the Rossiters/Cholwells Court would be holding an Open Exhibition for the village on Wednesday 23rd February from 2 – 8pm in the Village Hall Annexe.  This would be advertised by posters and flyers and in the Gazette.  Cllr Yeoman confirmed with all present that it would be inappropriate for the Council to commit or comment further on any proposed changes until the feelings of the village are known.  There was some confusion as to the exact status of the plans and Cllr Yeoman undertook to liaise with Mr Lethbridge as to whether the original plans had been withdrawn or were being revised.  Mr Littlejohn, from the floor, was concerned that letters of objection, the petition etc would have to be re-submitted if a new application ensued.  Mr Littlejohn’s letter to Mark Prisk MP was received by Council who undertook to support the Nursery in its bid to maintain unrestricted access to the business and thus maintain turnover – irrespective of any planning decision.  Mr Littlejohns thanked the Council for this and also reported that the redesignation of Footpath 66 remained unresolved.
Enforcement issues re Cross Park bungalow were discussed and will be reported to South Hams Development Control.

Cllr Yeoman reported that no further plans had been received from Soar Mill Cove Hotel but he believed that consultation with the neighbours had taken place.
Members of the public left the meeting
	JY
DE


	
	FINANCE
The Finances reported at Appendix A were agreed as a true record and the accounts to pay passed and cheques drawn – with the addition of a payment of £45 w.r.t. the skatepark and the need to remark out the football pitch.  All were proposed by Cllr. Boyce and seconded by Cllr. Kendall.  The exact timing of the payments to Bendcrete remained at the Clerk’s and Chairman’s discretion.
The Clerk highlighted the continuing malfunction of the sweep account at Lloyds in that the standing order for her salary had again not been paid and a cheque therefore drawn.  It was sincerely hoped, that following another recent meeting with the bank the situation was resolved….
Cllr Kendall queried, and the Clerk confirmed, that DCC supply zone (procurement of stationery supplies) was to close.  Alternative suppliers would be investigated by Cllr Kendall.
	DE
AK



	
	BUSINESS UNDER DIRECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN

Cllr Yeoman asked for help in populating a Local Flood Survey – it was thought that the rare occasions of flooding were solely down to surface water problems and lack of drain maintenance

Cllr Yeoman reported Snow Warden training was available – whilst there were no volunteers to undertake the role it was noted that there were some hotspots in the village were vulnerable people would need help in inclement weather.
Cllr Yeoman informed the meeting of a consultation by the NT at Snapes Point on 23rd February.  

Cllr Yeoman reported that he hoped to attend a meeting w.r.t. Community Land Trusts and queried whether there were any other attendees?
	JY/DE

	
	CORRESPONDENCE: Received and on circulation were: 
Planning (taken under agenda items)

· Re 33/2918/10/F SHDC, Dist Cllrs Carter & Coulson emails 12-14th February

· Re 2144 Alston Gate; 

          copy letter Roy Littlejohns to Mark Prisk MP

          notification of Open Exhibition by Cholwells Court, 23rd February 2011

          information/emails from Scott Rossiter

· Other

· Simon Hill, National Trust; Consultation at Snapes Point

· DCC – Supply Zone – business closure – cease of trading

· South Devon Carers Consortium (forum invite, received late)

· Senior Council for Devon Newsletter

· Spinal injuries association – fundraising; fish and chip supper

· Malborough Primary School – thank you for donation

· Greengardens.co – business enquiry to the Parish re grass cutting services

· SHDC – update re Licensing Act

· DCC – Local Flooding Survey – taken under agenda items
· Letter from Lloyd Lee re landscaping for BMX’s – taken under agenda items
· Devon Active Villages Programme – funding opportunities – taken under agenda items

· SHDC – maintenance programme for play area (forwarded to MVH&PFA)

· MVH&PFA – email correspondence re communication issues

· Solar Power
· Paul Weston

· The Green Company (x2)

· Malborough Pre School Newsletter

· SHVSF – meeting notes

· SHDC Local Allocations Policy

· SHDC – inspectors report on Site Allocation Development Plan Documents

· DALC training & events calendar 2011

· DALC Buckingham Palace Garden Parties – invite to nominate guests

· Community Land Trusts seminar

· Policy Consultations NALC

· The public forest estate

· Community right to challenge

· Community right to buy
	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm
	

	
	Dates for the Diary
	

	
	Next Parish Council Meeting date Wednesday 16th March 2011 at 7.45pm, Cumber Clubhouse
	


Signed as a true record:
______________________________________

Print Name & Date:
______________________________________
Agenda Items and Updates; where possible please could these be submitted to Debbie by the 1st
Wednesday in the month to ensure time for inclusion, circulation and study.  

If a Council Member is unable to attend a meeting it would be appreciated if they could submit a brief précis of progress on their actions, if applicable, (to Debbie for distribution) together with their apologies.
Distribution List
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Salcombe Police Station
Appendix A attached below

[image: image1.png]Category Descriptor Total £
Payment D Ede (travel and admin) - 32.80
Payment MVH&PFA - 217.00
Payment DCC procurement services - 285.39 -f£ 535.19
Receipt bank interest 2.1
Receipt Bailey (Burial Ground) 100.00
Receipt Messenger 289.80 £ 391.91
RECONCILIATION CASH BOOK TO BANK £
Cash book balance b/f from previous report: 48,809.15
Plus Receipts to date of meeting 391.91
Less Payments to date of meeting - 535.19
48,665.87

Balance at bank at end :

Accounts for Payment:

D Ede (Salary)* for February

Revenue Accounts
Unpresented Items

£

28th January 2011

386.49

Bendcrete stage 1 invoice
Bendcrete stage 2 invoice
SVRA

" Derek Jarvis - tba

25,800.00
29,775.00
12.00

account awaited

55,973.49

*in arrears D Ede Salary January - standing order not paid, cheque raised 14/02/2011 as passed for payment 19/01/2011

.Eﬁ@@ﬁ@@@: PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCIAL YEAR commencing 1st April 2010

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS REPORT TO COUNCIL
16th February 2011
Prepared by :

MEETING DATE

48,812.26 | Note*
488.80 | unpresented receipts
- 635.19 | unpresented cheques
£ 48,665.87 ¢ - VARIANCE
Note * incl. ring fenced reserves £ 10,000 MPC
for Wheels Park Fund of £ 10,000 Sir Simon Day
£ 645 Police
£ 5,000 DCC
£ 650 Dist Cllr Carter
£ 1,000 Dist Clir Coulson
£ 13,000 SDCLAG advance
£ 40,295

Date:

Debbie Ede, Clerk to the Parish Council

MPC outturn 2010-1119/02/2011
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